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Abstract

This research examines the potential of establishing a non-profit housing system in Taiwan,
based on the development and policy of non-profit housing in Austria and Vienna since the
Industrial Revolution. Additionally, the development of non-profit housing in Germany is taken
into account, in order to provide an overview of the situation in different European countries.
At the beginning of the 20th century, countries such as Germany, Austria, France, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom implemented laws promoting non-profit housing, in an
effort to alleviate the severe housing conditions that had arisen since the Industrial Revolution.
These laws included building rental-only social housing, establishing non-profit housing
federations, and encouraging the formation of non-profit housing builders or housing
cooperatives in order to provide affordable housing units for the general public. In the Western
socialist democracies, public- and private-sector rental housing has become the main alternative
to free-market commercial housing, with the Austrian Vienna model serving as a leading
example for reforms. Taiwan's post-war housing policy has been predominantly reliant on
social housing since the enactment of the Housing Act in 2012, while cooperative housing law
is still in the process of being discussed.

This study draws on Austrian law and literature, as well as case studies, to analyse the
organisational context and implementation of the successful Austrian non-profit housing
system. Furthermore, the scope of this study is Taipei City and New Taipei City, and
interviews were conducted with real estate practitioners, central and local government
officials, and private non-profit housing advocacy groups in Taiwan. In light of the differing
political contexts of Taiwan and Austria, the author has discussed how successful European
housing policies can be integrated into the current housing law system in Taiwan, and has
proposed several recommendations for the future planning of the relevant government
departments, both in terms of institutional promotion and practical implementation. This
could potentially increase the proportion of non-profit housing in Taiwan and help to achieve

the goal of housing justice on a larger scale.

Key words: affordable housing, non-profit housing, housing co-operative
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